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THE 


Follies of France ; 


A True RELATION bo 2 Extravagant Rejoycings 
that were made by the French King's Command, in mott 
Cities of France, for the pretended Death of His Ma- 
jeity WILLIAM, KING of Great-Britain) con- 
tiined in a Letter, written from a Rowan Catholick Citt- 
zen of Paris (by way of ARMos to his Correſpon- 
dent in London, 


Tranſlated from the Frexch Original. 


HE preſent Letter having very fortunately fallen into myhbands, ” 

prdged it worthy to be commands ds th: Preſs, that all the IWorld 
might be informed of thoſe exc eo ive Tranſports, and other u1accountavle 
Fopperics that were tranſaited in France by ordvr of the Court, upon the 
imcinary Death of King WILLIAM; and particularly, b, 'Eauſe the 


Author ſeems to be ſo hon :dantly aſſured of the truth wh all theſe proceed- 


ings, being an Eye-witneſs of them at Paris. 


Paris, Auguſt the 8th. 1690. 

SIR, 

* itave been very regular and conftant in Writing to you, neverthe 
was ohlized to take ſome time to pur my felf in a capacity of ſatiNy 
ing your laſt demands, thar I might ſend you nothing bur the Truth > 

and withal, a particular account of every memorable Circumſtance, 

- You'l be no loſer by this deiay of miae, fince inſtead of. a bare Letrer, 

you receive a kind of an Ep'file. However it is, Sir, you'l find an exatt re- 

lation of what I have either been an Eye: witne(s, or informed my ſelf from 
urq1eftionable hands upon this occaſion. 

The defear of the Iriſh Army, and the return of King James, was matrer 
of extraordigary mortitication, not cnly ro our Courr, bur to a!l Frarce in 
general : However this Contiternation ( Heaven be praiſed ) was not of long 
continuance, and our forrow was immediately converted into \/ ” by reaſon of 
the mighty News which the King commanded to be publiſked. from the 
Twenty ſeventh ro the T wenty eighth Night of the laſt Month, by the Can- 
non of the Baſtz/e, which was diſcharged about Three a C ock in the Morn - 
ing ; and by the Commiſſioners, who, at the ſame time, knocked at the 
Doors of every Citizen withour any difference, crying a! toud with all their 
force, Ariſe, ger 1p, and make Bonefires, the Prince of Orange, and Mareſ- 
chal Schomberg are dead. This (olemn declaration, made by His Majeſty's 
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Order, obliged the whole Town to get up, and paſs the remainder of the 
nighr, and the following day, in Bonefires, and all other publick teſtimonies of 
joy : One con'd hear nothing but T;umpetrs, Drums, Hautboys,Fifes, Flures and 
Sackbutrs ; one covld {te nothing bur Tables furnuhed in every Street, where 
Wine was not ſpared in the leaft. The Religious Fraternities diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves, and particu/ariy the good Fathers the Cordelters, who fpent all 
nighr long a prodigious-quantity of Petards, and other Fireworks in their 
Garden ; and diftribured their Wine abour in abundance. The ſame was like- 
wiſe done at the Gaui/d b:0 of the City, by the expreſs Command of the Pro- 


voſt of the Merchants. Al! the people without exception, and eſpecially thoſe. 


of higher quality, as they p-fled in their Coaches through rhe Ciry, were ftop- 
ped on their way, and forced to drink a Health to King F:mes, and the Prince 
of F-les, and to cry out aloud, The Prince of Orange s5 dead. They burnt 
the Efigies of the Prinee, and his Royal Spouſe the Princeſs. in ſeveral places, 
as they had done before ar their Bonefires for the Battel of Flerus, and ihe Na- 
v:i Engagement. Toey dragged them through the City, where they made a 
folemn Procefiion ; and there was neither Man nor Woman, great nor ſmall 
among the People, who did not throw Dirt and Srones at them. Nay, their 
Indignation was carried higher, they hanged rhe Prince of Orange in Effigies 
in abundance of Places : among lt the reſt they led tim up and cown by way of 
Proceſſion, with a Devi/ who was to:cairy him to Hell, having before him a 
piece of Paper thus inſcribed, I have waited for thee theſe two years. During 
theſe mighty Rej-ycings, they broke open the Houſes of feveral of the New 
Converts, and particu'arly a G:ocer's in the Faw xburghs of St. Germam; they 
affixed ro their Gares a Portraittre of the Prince of Orange, crying, He's dead. 
' They demanded money cf others to exempt them trom pillaging, and forced 
'emtopiveir, after having commirred a thouſand Outrages upon their Perſons. 
In fine, Sir, I am able to acquaint you, Thar nor the moſt advantagious Suc- 
ceſſes we ever met with, nay not the Birth of an Infant of France, however it 
was univerſally defied, ever fund (o agreeable an entertainment, which gave 
occalion for cne of cur celebrated Poets ro (ay ; 


Though Paris ſuch Triumphs and Joy has expreſt, . 
For the Pri»ce that wa Irel end was ſlain : 
The news of his dezth does mot half fi:l my breaſt, 
"8 As the fear of his riſing again. 

Yon will ſee,Sir.a grear dea! of pleaſanr Poerry on this SubjeRt in a certain re- 
matkable Paper,which I bave ſent yon, compoſed afrer the manner of an Inter- 
ment, which they have made of the Prance's Bly in Ireland; it bring a very 
curious Piece engraved liere in the City, by one of the moſt eminent Mallers 
in that Arc, and is every where pubiickly Sold. 

With this good News of the Prince of Orange's Death, we havereceived ſome 
einer welcome Paflages, az well from Savoy, as Germany It they happen ro 
| the true, we ſhall ſcarce find Wond enough to farnith out our Bonciices ; 

nd we aftured'y hone before the end of the C-mpaign, to have no more Ene- 
mies r0 eFerciſe our Valonrnpgn, ler their numbers be never (o great 

Fhefe Revellings and Maſquerades continued rill the *gth &f the lat Month 
in this City, at Perſatl's, and St Germarn's en laye, where three or four thon- 
fand Perſons being a{lembled rogetter, they made their Supplications ro King 
F:mer, who arrived rhere on the 25th ro inform them, wherher the News of 
the Jearh of his Son im Law was certain : Ant ſome of the K's Officers affn- 
ria; them tar nothing wat mote (urethey made the ſame rejoycing ar Sr. Ger- 
mains 


| 
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11m 25 they did in this City; whiet: Examp!es were copied by thoſe 'of Lyons, - 
where the Shops was ſhur up for the ſpace of three days ſuccetiiveiy, as well as 
in ſeveral other places, for the greater ſolemniZatioh of this Feſtival. 

It was not on'y at Lyons, and orher principal Ciries, rhat the People reftified 
ſo much joy for the Death of thePrince of Oraxge, our irreconciliable Enemy: 
$-dan particularly diltinguithed ir (cif among the reft, az one of my Friends, a 
Gentleman of very guvod Cred:r'acquainred me, who happen'd to be upon the 
Spor, when this Aﬀair was rranſiCting ; and ir was not many days ago. 

On Sund.y the 3oth of Fuiy. Fhiey cauſed ſuch Bonefires ro be made there, as 
they had never ſeen before upon any o:caffion. The meaneſt Pe: ſon was rated 
at a good round Sum to defray the Expence, withour reckoning the Burgeſles, 
who endeavoured all rhey cou'd ro ourvy one another in the Magnificence of the 
Show. They were nor forgettul ro cattle ſeveral Reprefenrations of the Prizce to 
be made. His Highneſs was expoſed to ſeveral Fires, having a Tobacco pipe in 
his Mouth; he was carried to the two Farxbourgs in a large Frame, and the 
Prenceſs his Roy ii Conſort, was afcer the like manner carried to the Houſe of the 
Capruchms ; Mey gd borh of rhe Inſcriptions before and behind, with theſe 
word in vatt legible Chacaters, The U/ur pers. There was n:ver a Perion pre- 
ſear, who did not p- 7 forth fome horrible Reproaches or other upon both of, 
them. They began the Feltival before the Lofgings of the Governor, with thirty 
diſcharges of Cannon, an1 eiree Vollies of the whole Garif>n. All the (ſeveral 
Companies marched in Procetiion ro the Dwphin- Fountain, which ran with 
Wine in abundance, and all thoſe ehar had a mind ro ir, drank their Belly fu”. 
A.l the principal Officers performed wonderful things, and afier wards received 
a ſplendid Enrertaiument from the Governor. There artir:d here a Courier 
with eſpecia Orders to fignify ro them the Death of the Prince of Orange. lImme- 
diately afcer this,the chicf Magittrare of the Place, pnbliſhed this agreeable News 
through rhe whole Town. with the Harmony of Drums, Violins, Hautboys and 
Fintes,crying in a loud and intel!iyible Yoice, Come alens Gent/emenyefoubie your 
Joys,Thit Tyrant the Prince of Orange 1: dead,che Uſurper i1 dead,redouble your 
B»1-fires. then the Artillery was diſcharged, and ehe fame inftanr, five Pieces 
of Cinon began rs thunder, which extremely aftrighted- the weak and gidr'y 
Mulinude, This trinmph continued ali the Nighe, rill eighr in the Morning, at 
which time all the ingenious Wits of the Town Rid their Heads ropgether, to 
concert ihe matter how they ſhould order the Funera! of the Prince of Or avige. 
A certain Spark, Humor by Namie, began the Sport with making the Epitaph, 
which is ſuch a wretched piece of Stapidiry and Dilneſs thar I would not give 
my felt the rronhle ro rranſciibe ir for you, Anorher Virenoſ?, whoſe Nan e was 
VanlV:'d, a Native of Leiden, made the Prince's Ffigies, which had the Honour 
afterwa:dsz to be burnt There was like wife another PiQure of him, to {erve at 
the inerment, at which entertaining Ceremony, every Bady was obliged to aſe 
fiit: Fhey dravyed it throuph the whole Town to the Torcy, +hen it was hanged 
with the Hoes npwards for a confiderable fpace; ar lat it was thrown into the 

 Garene, which is the receprac'te of all the Filth 2nd Ordure of the Ciry. There 
was 2 Þ' viigious Conconrſe of People all the while ; but he rhar made himfcif 
the mot remarkable for his extrantidinaty Zeal, was the abovementioned 
Monl. H-morr, who carrie ahour a certain kind of a Kerrie, in ſhape ſomewhat 
reſembling a Coffin: He had aJong wirh him a company of Monurners ; Lepine 
the Doummer, commoun'y call'd the Cuckold, h-d a Fiying-pan cover'd over 
with black Cloath. upon which be bear a very rm©nenful Tune before the Corps, 
thar was encompaſſed with a truſty Guard - f Halberticrs. Ons Fardon, who was 
Born at Veregze,and had been often at Maſtriche, Gygnaliz d himſelf very parti- 
cularly 
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Cylarly in this honourable Action, by abundance of fooliſh things he both (aid 
#nd did , ducing the, time of this pretty Repreſentarion. ih Woumer vn Had 

* their ſhare in this Fejtival, my Friend affuring me, that !ucie weie fo verat of 

. them, who to ce'ebrate the Show with that Devory and Solemnity Wis I8- 
quiſize, abandon'd themſelves co all manner of Dcbau-iiery. Phe {uy Fools of 
Donchery purſued the Frolick, ſomewhat farther than the of Sedan; hur rhe 
religious Lunaticks of Marzteres, behaved themlelves lo, as if they had been 
actually poſi:fled. If I were acquainted with the Bravery and Valour of Goliip 
Poncelce of Rhemes upon this ſcore, I had nor failed to ſend you a full Infor- 
mation. That which is exceeding remackabie in regard ot the Couriers is this, 
that they arrived ata! theſe places exactly ar the fame time, altho they are 

nor equally diitant from Paris. 

Ic is high rime now to draw towards a Concluſion, an4 yet I cannor prevail 
with my ſeif ro do ir, withour (aying ſomething of whar happen'd at Biyeux, 
in lower N-7nandy. Abour Fifteen days ago; they (o!emnized the Dcath of the 
Prince of O-a»g2 there, wich ſuch an extraordinary Zeal , that one durtt nor 

- contradict (ov ill grounded a piece of News, without running the hazard of be- 
ing toged. They ortlered ſeveral Repreſentations of the Prince ro be mate 

| there; ſame of which were cait into th- common Jakes others were Hanz'd, 

* and ſome fel! into the piuts Hand: of rae Burchers, who Grilled elem into toar 

Quarters, Mer the ſame manner as they (rrve the poor Beaſt, who have io{tcd 

the Civiliries of the Slavughrter-hunſe In inort, there is no tort of brura'liry ro 

be imagined, which theſe well-hred Gentlemen did not commir upon this 
occaſion, amidit rhe crumulr aud har:y of (» ,mhlick a Rejoycing 

| Neirher was there le(s done at Diepe, then at Bayeux, on the fcore of this 

So'emniry. 
The Name of the Prinze of Or.vpe, is here become fo odious ard execrable, 


mo# an Age ago, fince at a certain Houte 1n Deepe, thegg, was (owe-uperhe-Aroucs 


a o npe —— Of Orange's Htzd'for a Sign. The fudy of the Town enjoyn'd the Mafter of rhe . 


Hoſe to take down the Sign immediately; che Maſter art firtt mane ſome 4iffi- 

_ cultyro do it, repreſenting to the Judge. rhar he oughr ro addreſs himfſe!! 10 
the Proprietor of the Houle ; and zhar for his part,he being bir only a Fenanr, 
the Ex+n'e an1 Charge was not in Juſtice e» fall upon him. Bir ali the te oe 
monttrances were to no purpoſe; he was obligerl ro obey withour any ore 
ad2; and by Order of the Juſtice, to ter up the Prinze of Wales, in the place 
If the Prince of Orange, who was immediately hurried away fo Priſon, with 
beating of Drams, and other great Triumphing. 

I have foind all theſe Paflages fo very fingular and extraordinary, that 1 
© was defirous ro communicate then to you, who are ny Particuiar good Frient, 
add from whom I wouid willingly conecal nothing. If there ſhould h-pp«n 

. _ hrireafter any thing, that deſerves to be tranſmitred ro you , I will nor fail ro 

_ oblige you with ir by the firft opportunity. Entertain, I beſeech you, Sir, rhe 

ſame Complaiſance for your Friend, if any curions matters ſhould happen in 

4 your parts. Howerer ſend me nothing which ifflor exattly true, and therei:: 

+ wo >ght > folew Bp Fzampy.of your mott.humb'e and- molt obedient Servant. Farewe! 
wh Pp NT 0, Rr 1 


Licenſed, Augult 11. 1690. F. F. 


Load n: Printed tor Timothy Goodwin, at the Maidenhead 
2p41nt 5t, Dunftan's Church in Ficetſ[ree?. 1690. 
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